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Summary 

Drier pattern continues 
Drier conditions are expected to continue over most parts during the next few days. Maximum temperatures will remain high 

over large areas, especially over the central to western parts of the country. While the large-scale circulation patters remain 

unfavorable, as reflected in above-normal convection and rainfall over the south-west Indian Ocean, most of the summer 

rainfall region will be dry and hot. A band of isolated thundershowers will be present over the eastern summer rainfall region 

initially and during the weekend when it will be very hot and dry over the central parts. Current forecasts indicate a 

redevelopment of thundershowers over the central to western parts next week. An upper-air trough to the west may result 

in somewhat more widespread thundershowers over the central parts next week, including possibly the central to western 

parts of the summer-grain production region. This will depend on the location and strength of the upper-air trough to the 

west. However, with large amounts of tropical moisture still confined to the areas to the east of the subcontinent, the chance 

for widespread above-normal rainfall over the country or summer-grain production region specifically remains slim.  

Following the gradual contraction of wet conditions towards the northeast during mid-January, drier conditions have started 

dominating over the interior. It is not rare for a warmer, drier period during mid-January, coupled with cyclonic activity in the 

south-west Indian Ocean, to occur even during La Niña events. During most years, these conditions are replaced by a return 

to wetter conditions over the interior by early February. While forecast models still donôt indicate widespread rain over the 

summer rainfall region during the next two weeks, the forecasted redistribution of convection along the equator during early 

February indicates a more favorable large-scale environment for a possible return of widespread rain over the interior during 

the first half of the month (February). The pattern will be monitored and discussed further next week.              

The following is a summary of weather conditions during the next few days (until early next week):   

¶ Temperatures will on average be above normal.  

¶ Rainfall will be below normal, but near normal over the central parts. 

¶ Rain is expected along the Garden Route, but most of the western parts of the winter rainfall region will be dry.  

¶ Isolated thundershowers will occur over the eastern parts until the weekend. The area of thundershowers will shift back 

into the central parts and become scattered over the central to southern parts early next week.  

¶ Rainfall totals will be low especially over the eastern parts of the summer rainfall region. 

¶ The summer-grain production region will generally be warm and dry. The central to northern and eastern parts of the 

region are expected to receive very limited rainfall while the far western to southern parts may receive normal to above 

normal rainfall for this time of the year, according to current forecasts. The rain over the western parts of the region is 

expected to occur by next week and the forecast is still uncertain. It will be warm and sunny for this time of the year, 

with maximum temperatures above 35°C over the central to western parts on several days.  

¶ The winter rainfall region will be sunny to partly cloudy and warm. It will become hot on several days over the 

Swartland and Boland. Widespread showers are possible along the Garden Route by Sunday and Monday when it will 

be cooler over the southern half of the region.    
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Overview of expected conditions over the main 

agricultural production areas 
With most of the large-scale moisture and convection currently located to the northeast of South Africa over the south-west 

Indian Ocean, the summer-grain production region will experience sunny and dry conditions with below-normal rainfall in 

most areas. An upper-air trough to the southwest may result in scattered showers and thundershowers over the central to 

western parts next week, but forecasts are still uncertain. Rainfall extent and intensity may be limited in the absence of 

tropical moisture while large-scale patterns are unfavourable as is currently the case.     

 

Maize production region:  

It will remain warm to hot and relatively sunny. Isolated to scattered convective thundershowers are expected over the 

region, especially over the western parts. High evaporation rates and distribution of rainfall will result in a drying trend over 

much of the region.            

¶ Maximum temperatures over the eastern maize-production areas will range between 27°C and 31°C. Minimum 

temperatures will be in the order of 13°C to 17°C.   

¶ Maximum temperatures over the western maize-production areas will range between 31°C and 37°C, with the higher 

temperatures further west. Minimum temperatures will be in the order of 16°C to 21°C.   

¶ Thursday (23rd): Partly cloudy and warm, but hot in the west. Isolated thundershowers are possible but scattered over 

the north-eastern Free State into southern Mpumalanga.      

¶ Friday (24th): Partly cloudy and warm with isolated thundershowers in the east. The central to western parts will be hot 

with moderate westerly winds.  

¶ Saturday (25th): Partly cloudy and warm with isolated thundershowers in the east. The central to western parts will be 

hot.  

¶ Sunday (26th): Partly cloudy and warm, but hot over the central to western parts. Isolated thundershowers are possible.   

¶ Monday (27th): Partly cloudy and warm, with scattered thundershowers, but isolated in the east.  

¶ Tuesday to Wednesday (28th ï 29th): Current forecasts indicate a continuation of thundershowers over the region, 

but due to the weakening of the upper-air trough, falls will likely become more isolated, and it may become hot again 

in the western and central parts.          

 

Cape Wine Lands and Ruens:  

The region will be partly cloudy and warm for the most part. It will be hot over the Boland, Swartland and further north along 

the west coast and escarpment especially from Saturday to Tuesday. It will be cloudy and cool over the southern parts with 

showers along the Garden Route on Sunday and Monday. Strong south-easterly winds are expected over the southwestern 

parts from Sunday onwards, becoming easterly towards the middle of the week.       
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Daily summary of expected conditions (23 ï 29 Jan)  
(GFS forecast downscaled using WRF) 

 

Rainfall 

¶ Rain will be concentrated over the 

central to southeastern parts during 

the next few days, with little to no 

rain expected over the western and 

north-eastern parts.   

¶ Only limited areas are expected to 

receive more than 25 mm.      

   

   

¶ Isolated thundershowers are expected over the eastern parts at first and during the weekend. . 

¶ Thundershowers will gradually shift westwards and become scattered over the central to southern and south-eastern 

parts next week.  
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Average minimum temperatures 

¶ Average minimum temperatures will 

range between 10 and 20°C over 

most of the country.     

 

 

Lowest minimum temperatures 

¶ Lowest minimum temperatures will 

remain above 5°C over the summer-

grain production region.  
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Average maximum temperatures 

¶ Average maximum temperatures will 

range between 25 and 30°C over most 

of the north-eastern interior and 

southern to south-eastern and eastern 

parts.  

¶ Average maximum temperatures will 

range between 35 and 40°C over most 

of the Northern Cape interior.     

 

 

Highest maximum temperatures 

¶ Highest temperatures during the next 

few days are expected to exceed 35°C 

over large parts of the cape provinces 

as well as the western parts of the 

North West and Free State provinces.   

 

 

  
























